
Selected R
esponse A

ssessm
ents

Steps to Creating Efficient and H
igh-Fidelity A

ssessm
ent

Stept 1: B
uild a blueprint from

 standards, 
curriculum

, and w
hat you w

ill teach; create a table 
of test specifications.  You m

ay alternately create a 
list of achievem

ent standards or learning targets.

Step 2: Select m
aterial,

and build propositions based
on your blueprint

Step 3: B
uild test item

s from
propositions

“This m
ethod can com

e into play w
hen your instruction is focusing on standards or classroom

 learning
targets that center on foundations of know

ledge or som
e reasoning proficiencies.” - S

tiggins

C
ontent

K
now

ledge and 
U

nderstanding
C

om
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R
easoning

C
lassification 

R
easoning

Total

A
lternative 

Form
s of 

G
overnm

ent

9 questions
5

1
15

S
tructure of U

.S
. 

G
overnm

ent
4

5
1

10

R
ights and 

R
esponsibilities 

of C
itizens

7
5

3
15

Total
20

15
5

40

The total num
ber of questions in each colum

n and 
row

 should represent how
 m

uch tim
e is dedicated to 

studying each content area and reasoning skill

●
C

reate a list of 
statem

ents: core 
pieces of 
foundational 
know

ledge

●
P

ropositions for 
reasoning should 
require 
extrapolation -- 
students m

ust go 
beyond retrieving a 
sim

ple piece of 
inform

ation

Exam
ple: “Three com

m
on form

s 
of governm

ent are m
onarchies, 

dictatorships, and dem
ocracies.”

●
Take the better half of 
your propositions and turn 
them

 into exam
 questions

.
●

Types of test item
s

○
True/False

○
Fill in

○
M

ultiple C
hoice

○
M

atching

●
W

rite very clearly, in 
sim

ple language to 
prevent literacy bias.

Strive for clarity and sim
plicity.  

There should only be one possible 
answ

er.



Sum
m

ary of the Steps for Building a Selected R
esponse A

ssessm
ent

Selected R
esponse can assess five types of reasoning: analysis, synthesis, com

parison, classification, inference
 Step 1: Preparing a Blueprint
 The first step in selected response assessm

ent developm
ent is to form

ulate a blueprint. A
n effective blueprint requires a clear understanding of the 

m
aterial you expect your students to m

aster. B
ecause of this, any blueprint should be organized based upon the type of reasoning you intend to test 

students on. To do this, Stiggins suggests creating a table, best exem
plified by Table 5.2 (pg. 105). The difference in the num

ber of test item
s 

assigned to each content category varies based upon the am
ount of instructional tim

e spent on each category, the am
ount of m

aterial in each 
category, the relative im

portance of m
aterial in each category for later learning, or the im

portant relationships am
ong various ideas. U

ltim
ately, 

w
hile preparing a blueprint m

ay feel tim
e consum

ing, it allow
s you to focus instruction, provide students w

ith a clear outline of testable m
aterial, 

and speeds up later steps in the selected response creation process.
 Step 2: Selecting the Specific M

aterial to A
ssess

 To begin Step 2 you m
ust select the specific and individual elem

ents of know
ledge and reasoning from

 w
hich you w

ill build test item
s. These 

elem
ents are likely to be broken into conceptual and factual pieces of inform

ation and should align closely w
ith your classroom

 achievem
ent targets. 

N
ext, capture the elem

ents you w
ish to test in the form

 of clearly stated sentences that reflect im
portant elem

ents of content and stipulate the kind of 
cognitive operation respondents m

ust carry out. These sentences are called propositions. If you hope to assess student reasoning, it is im
portant to 

create propositions that reflect im
portant learnings that have not explicitly been covered in class (for exam

ples see pg. 112). For each test item
 

planned, Stiggins recom
m

ends creating tw
o propositions. So, if you have an assessm

ent w
ith 40 test item

s, Stiggins recom
m

ends creating 80 
propositions. W

hile this m
ay feel like a tim

e-consum
ing process, once the propositions are created m

ost of the assessm
ent developm

ent process is 
finished. O

nce propositions have been m
ade, select the propositions that you feel best address key areas of content.

 Step 3: Building Test Item
s from

 Propositions
        
        

N
ow

 that your propositions have been created they can be easily altered to form
ulate test item

s. Stiggins breaks selected response into four 
categories: m

ultiple choice, true/false, m
atching, and short answ

er fill-in. H
e provides clear exam

ples of how
 to change a proposition into a test item

 
on pg. 115. R

egardless of the item
 form

at, clarity and focused sim
plicity should be key traits of each test item

. Y
ou should alw

ays try to ask 
questions, attem

pt to elim
inate inappropriate clues to the correct answ

er, seek one clearly correct answ
er, and ask colleagues to review

 your tests. 
For specific advice regarding the four categories of selected response item

s, see pgs. 117-120.


